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Working Group-Marine Mammals
Activities Report-December 1973 to Present

The second meeting of the Working Group on Marine Mammals

‘was held in Washlngtor, D. C. on Dacember 2-12, 1973. A

resume of the meeflng is at‘caphed as t\ppendlx A. e———

On. the day before the December 1973_meeting of the.US—USSR
Working Group, the U.S. delegation selected a Steering-

Planning Committee composed of:

" Dr. Robert V. Miller Dr. George Y. Harry, Jr.

Mer. John J. Burns Dr. Robert Elsner

This committee met at the University of Alaska on April 30, 197u,

to discuss plans for théjpreposed fall meeting of the Working ‘
.. Broup in Moscow, and alse to begin develoﬁing long~range plans '
-for_cquerative researeh; At the April meeting,'the‘Resume,of
the December 19873 session of the Marine Mammal Wofking Group |
was discuseed, plans and assignments éuggested fer the 1874

meeting in the USSR, and .a teginning made toward developing a

. long-range plan.

as d scugsed and a draft summary is attached as Appendix B,

v\e
2
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1n addxtx@n, durlng June 1974, Dr. Francis Fay and

Mr. John Burns trgveled to the Sov1et Unlon under Worklnv
Group ausplces, to carry out worklngAv101ts tO‘museums and
laboratories where seal and walrus studies are being

conducted or specimen materials are housed.

They were able to examwne a substantlal amount of the
available skeletal materlal at the Unlver51ty of Moscow

Museum and also at the Museum‘of the Academy of Scienges in

Leningrad. Unfortunately, Mr. Burns was not able to visit

several key laboratories because of their location in

“"sensitive' areas.

The U.S. side proposed a postﬁonement of the next meeting of
the Working Group scheduled .for fall 1974, to spring 18765.

This would allow for review of two cooperative projects, one

involving exchange of U.S. scientists part1c1pat1ng in a

Soviet whale marking ekpedltlon (January February 1975) andv
the other exchange of Soviet scientists to work on porpoise
biology at the National Marine Fisheries Service Labdratory
in La Jolla,_California during April 1975. . :
'has recently been agreed to by the Soviet Side Coordinator,
V. Zemsky. |
Dé§elopmeﬁt of the'lbng—bénge planning propcsal will proceed

~ this
side at least 3 months prior to the WOrklng Croup mecting
next pr:ng

~ Approved For Release 2001/08/27 : CIA-RDP79- 00798A000700060004 1.
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Resume ;f #he Meeting of the Maxine Mamﬁal qugroup

The Agtcéméﬁt on Conservationfg§ Rare‘ana Endangered.Spccies of'
Animals and Plants and GenerallWild}ife Conservation and Management

In accordance with thgqagreement betweén fhe~U.§.S.R.‘and the,U;S.

fér cooperation in.the‘fieldlbf enﬁirohﬁehtqi conservation, a meeting

: ,

of ﬁhe.Marine Mammal Subgroup was'held in Washington, D. C.,‘from
VDecembei”Z—iZ, 1973. The.following.members participatedf' For the
ﬁ.S.S.R.: V. A. Zemsky, A.'A.'Befzin; A.-S. Sokolov, and V. N. Mineyev.
"For_the U.S.; R. V. Miller, J. Burns, . Elsne;, G. C. Ray, F; Fay,

G. Y. Harry, C. H. Fiscus, A..H. Johnson, W. E. Schevill, and J. R. Blum.

1. After the call to order by the Chairﬁan, Dr. Robert V. Miller,
the agenda for the méeting was adopted. A copy of the agenda is
attached. In the course of the meeting the following subjects were

discuséed.

2. J. Blum and V. Mineyev discussed the status of marine mammal
conservation in the U.S., and V. Mineyev also discussed current .

regulations of the harvest of these animals in the U.S.S.R.

In the course of the discussions it was decided to combine this

.. agenda item with-agenda item 5.

Catch statistics with reference to North Pacific marine mammals
were also exchanged. Regulations relating to the conservation of
marine mammals were also exchanged.
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3. Sclentific publications were exchanged. At each future
meeting of the'subgfoup, principal publications of scientific
reports and a complete list of publications.sincé the;previoué

meeting will be exchanged for the purpose of informing both sides
as promptly as possible about work accomplished and receiving '

appropriate materials on questions of interest, .

4.,_As indicated under agenda item 2, statistical data ébncerning

the harvests of marine mammals in the -North Pacific were exchanged.

The U.S. presented a table of total annual harvest data for the °

period 1968 through 1972 for the follbwing speciesf

Bowheéad Whale " Walrus

(0. yosmarus)

.Belukha Whale
(B, mysticetus) ]

(D. leucas)

Pacific Common Seal 'SeavLion " Polar Bear
(P. vitulina) * (E. jubatus) (V. maritimus)

Fur Seal’

Sea'Otter v
(C. ursinus)

¢ (BEy lutris)

ice seals (including Ringed, Bearded, Ribbon, and Spogted Seals)'
The Soviet side also provided statistical data concerning the
harveStlof marine maﬁmals for the periodjl965~72 inclusively. ‘It
was agreed to éxchange; insofar as possible, harvest data for 1973,

in March 1974 at the annual meeting of the Fur Seal Commission.

5. Was discussed earlier as reported ﬁndcr';genda 1tem 2.

6, Both parties agree to exchange standard forms used in each-
country for recording mcasurcments of pinnipeds ond cetaceans and
forms for recording observatiouns of marine mammal sightings at sea,
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and to communicate their comments regarding such forms by July 1, 1974.
Both parties,considet it necessary to study‘and imp:bve the methods

and,tecﬁnology of marking pinniveds and cetaccans for research purpeses,

The two sides. have agreed to develop the necessary standary methods -
. for physiological and morphologlcal studies and to discuss them at
the next meeting of the working subgroup for the’purpose of working

. out uniform nethods.

7. The U.S. and Soviet sides agree to continue national programs and

exchénge research results on gray whales (Eschrichtius robustus)
in 1974, and to reconsider cooperative gray whale research at next
year's meeting.

The U.S. and Soviet sides égrée to continue national programs and

exchange research results on bowhead whales (Balaena mysticetus) in
-'1974, and to reconsider cooperative bowhead whale research at next

year's meeting. , L ' .

' Both sides agreed that all available data and the data that will be

recejved in 1974 on Belukha (Delnhlnanterus leucas) will be'exchéﬁgéd

and discussed at the next meeting of the marine mammal subgroup.

Both sides have agreed to include northern sea llons, sea otter, and
‘Pacific common seals in thg framcwork of this subgroup, and to
exchange information and progrgmlpldns on these species at the next

subproup meeting.
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4
8.‘ The U,é. described preliminary methods of assessiné walrus popula-
tions with-reiation to ice and weather d;naﬁics in the Bering and
" Chukchi. Seas using'pﬁotograbhic and infra-red scanning téchniqugs.

: . ,

.The 'U.5. issued a tentative invitation to thé Soviet side to cooperate

in further development of these techniques in 1975 and suggested

hd L]

that it‘wouid be desirable for each country to provide a plane and.

a8 Véssel, ﬁhe latter to‘gather'grougd truth d;t; in‘;onj;néﬁich with
air flights. The U.S. suggested that materials regarding this
tentafive proposal be exchanged aﬁ the June 1974, Therioldgical

- Conéress in Moscow and at the meeting to discuss research in the fall

of 1974.

3
.

The Soviet side agrged'iq’p;inciple.but could not give a final ansver
with regard to cooperation with the U.S. Eéntative pfobosal. The

; , " ) and American
Ag,Sf side will take steps to contact the‘appropriate SoViet/organizations
(wﬁicﬁ organized fhe Bering Sea ekpeditionj for the purpose of discussing
lthé,ﬁossibility of carrying out cooperative research. .The Soviet side ‘
in ité turn will‘confact the appropriate Soviet orgaﬁiiétions in order
to discuss the pgssibilitieé of carrying out research in coopctation
- with the U.S. side. . .

The U.S. side stated that it plans to carry out an aerial walrus

survey in the fall of 1974 to obtain walrus population and distributipn
_ _ o . L - 4 O ;
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data. The Soviet side will communicate with the U.S. side (Dr. Zensky
“to Dr. Miller) in early 1974 with regard to‘thehpqssibility of

coorﬂinated flights.

9. The investigations of systematics; distribution and ecology of
Pacific common seals and walrus by John J. Burms and Francis H. Fay
werecconsidered very worthwhile and were highly recommended for

continuation by both sides.

Work on thisiprojéct in 1974 will include working visits to museums
in Leningrad and Méscpw by U.S. scientists (Burns and Fay) to stﬁdy
osteological material.  The Soviet side.agrees to help gxpedite
these visits and to examine the possibilities of brganizing an
expe&ition for fhe joint étudy of distributidn,.morphology, aﬁd

. blological characters of the "insulgris"'fdrm of Phoca vitulina from

the Kuril Iélands, southeastern Kamchatka and the Commander Islands.

1 10. A plan for further investigations of heavy mefals and their
metabolism.inkmarine mammals was submitted by Bruce Mate, Cregon
State University. Thét:plan regﬁires compérison of.séaIS'from fresh
ané marine waters. Dr. Mate will inform Dr. Zemsky of exéctly which
tissges he needs and how théy should ge takeﬁ‘énd handlcd; Dr. Zémsky_

will then advise Dr. Méte about_ the possibility of obtaining such matcrials;
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11 Dr. R. L. Eisner proposed further collaboration with Soviet
colleagues in early 1975 in the f181d of physiology and
morphology of seals. The Soviet side recognized the worth~
while nature of the studles.‘ Both sides agreed to conduct
discuqsions in 1974 on the klnds and extent of possible
collaboratlve work that can be done, including providing
‘marine mammal fetuses for physiological studles to be
.carricd out by J. L. Kooyman of Scripps Institutlon at

La Jolla, Callfornla.

12° Ih-implementat;on ef the decisions of fhe working group
xn'ee‘t:v:!.ng_;2 the Soviet side wili send a vessel suitable for
tagging whales to the, eaeﬁerp-part of the Central Pacific
in November 1974, for a cruise of four to five months.
The U S.8.R. plans to ‘mark . commerc1al species of whales
with Discovery .agsland 1nvited two U, S. scientlsts eo take
‘part for all or part of the cruise. The U.S._is developlng
a radio tag-for tracking whales and is experimenting'with
methods ef_attachmene. The U.S.SfR. agfeed that radio
tagging of whales can be teied‘if the equipment is'ready.

. Furthcr'plenning for the wheie tagging expedition wili be

done immediately follcﬁing the Merch -15}4'Mee;;ng of the

Fur Seal Comwissioh in Ottawa, Canada. The U.S. agreed to

Approved For Release 2001/08/27 : CIA-RDP79-00798A000700066004-‘1
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.7.
éend scientists aboard the U,S.8.R. vessel to particilpate

actively in the research program. The U.8. side will

attempt to provide a vessel or plane for tracking radio-

~tagged whales.

13 The Soviet side commented on the agehda_for the planned

meeting in the Soviet Union on Biology and Conservation of

North Pacific Walrus to be held in the fourth quarter of 1974,
- M

At that meeting we will discuss the possibility and need for
prepafing a temporary draft convention on coﬁservation of —

. walrus and ice seal species considering the corresponding,

biological material. The discussions regarding the draft

gic
convention will include, But will not ﬁe‘limited'to, the
followiﬁg subjécts for each species of concern:

a.- Biology.and population dynamics including |

distribution and migrétion‘

b. The tropho—energetic characteristics pf marine

-mammal populations

: : n .
¢. - Specific food requir nents and food inter-
. “.; - . .
relationships among the species of concern
: } .

d. Relationships of marine mamméisftb other natural
- resources BN
S ) J—
‘Tﬁé.meéting wlll take place in Leningrad or Moscow. The .

.agenda for the Walrus discussion is attached:
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Description of the geﬁeral objectives of U,S5.S.R,-U.S,

Walrus Program.

Discuss'pfesent‘knowledge of populdtioﬂ and éx@hange of

materials, To include: .

Population ébundénce and,trénd
Seasonal distribution and compoéitioniof populations
Seasonal activity and behavior‘< .
Biological characteristics: i

;physiology and morphoxogy

~age of maturity

“age specific pregnanéy'rétes

'feeaing hablts \;—- . -

_ecology o  [ | |

: d;seaées and parasitég

Identifyvdirgctioﬁs of r¢§éarch of.high priority.

Develop plans to carry out research:
© aerial survey . C -
A :
surface observations’ {e.g., from vessels, etc.)
A ve
‘techniques; such as telemetry, remote sensing,
- . | '
marking, etc. N

Protection and Regulations. .
C
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'14 Thé twb sides stated that, to date, Fhis.Subgrouprhas not
adaressed'the problem of long—range research plénning. The
tizo sides agreed to -exchange draft‘proposais of the long—ﬁ

*ranée reséarch‘projects at léaét two months in advaﬁcé of
the next meeting pf this subgroup. T@gIEWO_sides will

discuss these plans at the subgroup meeting.

' The néxt subgroup meeting will take piage in the Soviet
_Union in the fourth quarter of 1974 in ?onjunction with the
planned Walrus Symposium. Exact dates and location of the

.:.meéting will be determined in the fi:st half of 1974 by
cofrespondencé. ‘This does nét preclude the possibiliﬁy of
an earlier méeting by agreéement be&wee;ﬂthe.sides;

|
1
4
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---- - 10
15 A prOposal of the U, S. side was also discussed and is .
attached here as annex I. This resume of the Fall 1973
Marine Mammal S'ubgroup Meeting is approved by representatives

of the U.S. and U,S5.S8.R. in Washington, D. C., December 11,

-1973.
For. the U.S. component ' For the Soviet component
of the Subgroup of thg Subgroup

_.,u-— -

/”
c \//W%A/

€=y
13
i
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- Annex I,

Additional U.S. Proposalé for Coéperative U.8.-U.,S.S.R.

Marine Mammal Rescarch .

The U.S. slde suggested the following three additional

cooperative research projects not specifically discussed as

a part of the agenda.

1..

A deiet sciengist was invitéd to take part in
studigs of,theléystematics and.méfphology of
porpoises collected by the National Marine
Fisheries Ser?ice laboratory iﬁ Southefn'
Califorﬁia. )

Soviet scientists were Invited to participate

~ in studies of the populaﬁions and behavior of

gray whales on the breeding grounds in Mexico,

' éentatively planned for 1975.

A Soviet scientist was invited to take part in
studies of fur seal-northern sea lion

relationships on the Pribilof Isiands which will

 “s£art'in‘1974. B -

Dates of stay and distribution of expenses for the stay of

the Soviet scientists will have to be worked out b&

correspoﬁdence for each individual case.’

Approved For Release 2001/08/27 : CIA-RDP79-.00798A000700060004-1
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foe Soviet side éxpresséd interest in. éixése three suggestions
but c.o'uld -not‘give an iﬁmeidiate‘-answer. The suggestions will
be considered by the Soviets in planm’;ng. ft;ture research,
The possi‘bilities of‘ implemen.t:;z.,tic;n wilL_ be discussed.by

correspondence. .

v
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.‘MARI’NE l‘vl:‘&.hﬂvl./%L SL.TBGROUP .
: W’I‘O'-RKING GROUP bN \VILDLIFE CONSERVATION ~
| ' 'Deccmber 3 to 12, 1973
‘ TENTATIVE AGENDA
1. Call to order - Dr. Robert V. .Mi'lier
é; Ad'd'rer‘és of welcome (name to be quni;hed by Dr. Miller)
‘b. | Announcements by Dr. Millc-,f |

c. Discussion of tentztive agenda.

2. Status of Marine Mamrmal Conservation in the U.5. - Mr. Joseph R. Blum

3. Exchange of publications.

Discussion of copying and translating exchange publications.
4., Exchange of catch statistics and plans for future exchanges on walrus,

ice seals, gray whale, bowhead whzle,.and beluga whale.

5. Exchange of conservation and management regulations and discussion

‘'of their interpretation.
6. Standardization of rcscarch techniques for collection of data on ice scals;

H

including measurezments, weight, age, reproductive condition and focd

studies. . o
7. Discussion of 1974 and 1975 field research on ice seals, gray whales,

K

bowhead whules, and beluga whales; including population assessmoent,
distribution and scascunal movements.

.

A
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Evaluation of technology for assessment of walrus in relation to

dynamics of pack ice.
a. Bering Sea Marine Maramal Experiment,

b. Bureau of Sport Fisheries and Wildlife - Walrus Research Program.

c. Joint US-USSR aerial surveys in 1975.

Investigatiens of systematics and distributien ¢f Nerth Pacific harber

seals (Pheca vitulina) and walruses {Odebenus resmarus).
Residual texigants and their metabelism in marine mammals.
. ” ¥ : : '
Studies of functional morphology and trophoenergcétics cf marine mammazals.

Whale marking of sei, fin, and sperm whales in the northern Pacific

Ocean and expansion ¢f research effort on whale wintering grounds.,
34

Discussion of 1974 meeting to be held in the Soviet Union on walrus and
the possibility of preparing a Tempery Draft Convention on Ceonservation

of Walr-u's‘ and Ice Seals. R

Pogsible future meetings of Marine Mammal Subgroup.

-

Preparation of resumé of December 1973 meeting of Marine Mammeazal

Subgroup.

-
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v . SUMMARY OF INFORMATIONAL COMMUNIQUE ON
. w0~ 'DEVELOBMENT :0F LONG-RANGE PLAN.

- s L0
. . ! tomee Ty
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. Proposed Objectives 3 -~7?f_ﬁliﬂf.7;j7ﬂ,‘:ruﬁl 7Q;'__ T ‘ 7 

Objectives of the US-USSR Cooperative marine Mammal Program -are to
“foster. and promote the continuing exchange of ideas, information, and
personnel necessary for the successful and mutually beneficial _
management of marine mammals and the marine enviromment which supports
them. - , o IR _ ,

'-‘Imp1ementétion:~

To achieve the objectives indicated above, it is recommended that
prograns ranging from the exchange of published reports and data to
“Joint field studies involving an exchange of scientists, be considered .
. in five major fieids of involvement as follows: ' :
1. Natural history of marine mammal species.
2. Marine mammal population status and trends.
3, Marine mammal ecology. ' o :
. &,  Basic research including morphology, physiolegy, taxonomy, and
- vsystematics. ‘ : .
5. Conservation of marine mammals (ultimately based on knowledge
obtained in the four preceding areas of invoivement).

" In identifying these fields of involvement it will be easier to plan

-~ long-range programs of mutval interest, directed at specific problems.
. One example would be determination of the number of bowhead whales 1in
" the Bering and Chukchi Seas. t. '

The geographical areas of involvement have yet to be decided. It is’
suggested that careful consideration be.given to: 1) the Bering,
Chukchi, and Okhotsk Seas (with pinnipeds as the initial subjects of
interest); 2) the North Pacific Ocean (great whales); 3) possibly
Antarctica (both pinnipeds and large cetaceans). -

The five major fields of involvement include almost any phase of

cooperative research on marine mammals that might be carried out with
Soviet scientists. Fach of the major fields listed s being expanded
into a proposal for a long-range pian to be discussed at the MNovember
meeting in the USSR, - A ' :

-
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